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First Sunday of Advent    Year C 

Luke 21: 25 – 36 

 

“What we call the beginning is often the end, and to make an end is to make a beginning. 

The end is where we start from.” 

 

“The end is where we start from” declared T.S. Eliot in his poem “Little Gidding”.  He 

may very well have had Advent in mind.  In a few weeks we will be celebrating Christmas, 

the birth of Jesus, the coming of the Son of God into our world.  Yet today at the start of 

Advent, the start of the new Church Year, in our gospel we find ourselves not at a 

beginning but at an ending. The end of the world as we know it.  

 

As we begin to eagerly await the joyous first coming at Christmas, this passage hurls us 

into the tumultuous second coming. This coming is so far removed from that of the tiny, 

powerless babe born in an insignificant stable.   Noticed only by a handful of shepherds 

and a few wise men who followed a sign.  This will be the coming of the Son of Man in 

power and great glory, unmissable by all who live upon the face of the whole earth. There 

will be portents in the heavens, turmoil in the depths and foreboding in the nations. 

Nothing will ever be the same again. The end is where we start from. 

 

So why this story of an ending as we look forward to a beginning? One reason is because 

the very nature of a beginning is to journey towards an anticipated destination, towards 

the journey’s end and purpose.  “For this reason, our celebration of beginnings reminds 

us of the end that is still ahead of us, toward which we are still on our way”. 1 In God’s 

great story of salvation, the “coming” of the Christ event, in all its fullness, is not 

complete with Jesus’ birth, or even his life, death and resurrection: its fulfillment still 

remains in a time yet to come.  

                                                
1	The	Word	in	and	Out	of	Season:	Homilies	for	the	Sundays	of	Advent	and	Lent	by	Richard	Viladesau	p.35.	
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We live, as did the hearers of Luke’s gospel, in this in-between time. Between “the two 

great poles of God's intervention in the world: the coming of Christ in the flesh and his 

triumph over death - and the coming of Christ in glory at the end of time and his triumph 

over all the powers of earth and heaven”. 2 To stand in this space is to stand in tension 

between the way things are, the way we wish them to be, and the way they finally will be.  

 

So how are we to live as followers of Christ in this in-between time? For one, we are to 

live as people of The Book. We are to sing with the Psalmist, “To you, O Lord, I lift up 

my soul, O my God, in you I trust…teach me your paths”.3 We are to pray with Paul, 

“May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another…and may he 

strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before Our God and Father 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints”. 4  We are to be a watchful people, we 

are to be a waiting people and in that watchful waiting we are to be an honourable and 

hopeful people.  

 

We are to live differently to the world.  We see this in today’s gospel reading. The coming 

of the Son of Man will be a time of great confusion and calamity, of fear and foreboding. 

In such a time I imagine the instinct is to lie low, even despair.  But note what Luke tell 

the followers of Jesus, “when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your 

heads”.  God’s people are not to shrink in despair. They are to be a confident, hopeful 

people, because for them the Day of the Lord is not an occasion for fear.  It is to 

recognise the good news of God, “your redemption is drawing near”.  

 

God’s people are to read the signs of the times.  Just as a fig-tree farmer “reads” his trees, 

just as any farmer “reads” the weather to anticipate certain things. God’s people will not 

be in the midst of anything different from those around them. They will not see a 

different set of signs.  The difference is how they will read and react to those signs. They 

                                                
2	https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=480	
3	Psalm	25	
4	I	Thessalonians	3:	12	-	13	
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will see the same things as everyone else, but shaped and nurtured by God’s word and 

love, they are to see with different eyes, with hopeful eyes. They are to react with courage 

and faith.   “When you see these things taking place, you [will] know that the kingdom of 

God is near”.  

 

Yet God’s people continue to live in the tension of the in-between time. Jesus may have 

declared “this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place”, but that 

generation and subsequent others certainly have, as we continue to live in the in-between.  

 

 It helps to remember that to be in relationship with God is to be drawn into God’s 

timeline. And as you know, divine time and human time are not the same. “This 

generation” is not so much a marker of a set time, but a marker of a certain type of 

people. The scriptures remind us that “this generation” refers to those who reject God’s 

messengers and therefore his message, those who reject the Son of Man, and therefore 

God.  

 

This generation is in every generation and will always be with us, until the end.   And as 

such, God’s people are not to fall into anxiety or despair, or self-destructive ways of 

dealing with apathy, hostility and even harm from “this generation”.  We are not to cease 

from exploring and living out what it means to be a people of faith regardless of the times 

we live in. We are to remain hopeful and strong.  

 

Each week in Advent we will light a candle as we did today. Each week the light will 

become stronger and brighter as we journey towards the birth of “The Light”. “The 

Light” that shines in the darkness and the darkness has never and will never overcome it -  

since beginning to end to new beginning.    

 

 “What we call the beginning is often the end, and to make an end is to make a beginning. 

The end is where we start from…”   God bless you as you wait in hope this Advent.  


